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Our fall meeting will be held on September 16, 2026. At the Holiday Inn: 

800 East Esplanade Drive, Oxnard Phone: 805-988-3600 

 

The speaker will be: Elena Brokaw, executive director for The Museum 

of Ventura County, her biography, is in the back of this Newsletter 

 

The menu for the event will be a  

buffet-style lunch with roast beef, ham, turkey, green salad, and 

homemade potato salad. 

 

Complimentary Beverages: Except Alcohol 

 

For reservations, call Connie Perez-Moreno at 805-832-4656, or email 

cperezmoreno@vahoo.com by September 6, 2026. 

 



 

The Barbara Barnard Smith Executive Director  

Museum of Ventura County 

 

Elena Brokaw has devoted her career to creating stronger communities. Elena 

earned her bachelor's degree in art history at Harvard University. She has worked 

extensively as a cultural consultant, for communities as well as organizations. As a lead 

consultant for the firm Jerry Allen and Associates, she completed Cultural Plans for the 

cities of Reno, Nevada; Minneapolis, Minnesota; and Capitola, California. She has also 

facilitated public art planning processes for San Diego, California; Reno; and 

Minneapolis. 

 

In her professional career, she has served as fundraising and development director 

for multiple organizations including the American Film Institute, was the Director of the 

Parks and Recreation Department in Ventura California for over a decade, and currently 

serves as The Barbara Barnard Smith Executive Director at the Museum of Ventura 

County. At the Museum, her goal is to spark curiosity, instill compassion, and foster 

connection, and she works to ensure that everyone's story and history is preserved for 

generations to come. Elena has served on many regional boards, including Women's 

Economic Ventures, Ventura County Social Justice Fund, the Santa Paula Chamber of 

Commerce, the National Disaster Search Dog Foundation, and the Ventura College 

Community Foundation. She is a member of the Harvard Selection Committee. 

 

Elena grew up in Ventura County, and lives with her husband and son in Santa Paula. 


